
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                   APRIL 17, 2016 
  
FOURTH  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 123 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, you are what originates capabilities like 
awareness, perception, consciousness, cognizance, all of which 
are attributes of cognition.  You instill these in me, and by 
doing so make it possible for me to gain perspective on myself 
and to consider the way I live.  It should be possible for me to 
make choices about the way I live.  Sometimes making choices 
is possible, however at other times I find I cannot and/or do 
not make such choices.  The capabilities for cognition are all 
encumbered by a disposition to be judgmental and evaluative; 
I assess everything, weigh everything.  I am preempted by a 
continuous and endless worrying over whether what I am and 
do is correct or not, acceptable or not, good enough or not.  
The result is that my cognition stalls, and I find myself unable 
to use what is in my awareness to make choices.  What makes 
this difficult is that the encumbering is mostly not seen by me.  
It happens so instinctively I am often oblivious to it. I am the 
victim of this encumbering, especially when I am oblivious to it. 
 

 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 10:22-30 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 122 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 121 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:30  Lunch 
MONDAY   1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
FRIDAY    1:30  Presbyterian Women, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for April 24, 2016 
Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 148; Revelations 21:1-6; John 13:31-35 

 
FYI 
 The Presbyterian Women meet this Friday, April 22nd, at the 
church, at 1:30pm.  The lesson is #7.  Pam Novelly is the leader.  
Joan Schmutz is the hostess. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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…The Christian Easter… 
Easter is one component in a large and 
complex expansion of our personal life 
which God engineers and orchestrates 
within each of us throughout the course 
of our life, the purpose of which is to 
increase our capacity to live the life that 
is ours with greater congruence and 
consciousness.  Easter is not the focus; 
the focus is this expansion of our 
personal life.  The experience of Easter 
involves 1) our mentally comprehending 
that this expansion which God engineers 
and orchestrates is irrepressible, that it 
surges back from anything we do to 
inhibit, impede and defeat it, and then 2) 
our emotionally resting in the truth that 
this expansion endures and does not 
yield to anything.  

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


FOURTH  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER – John 10:22-30 
 One of the things we learn from those who raise us, the family 
and the culture/society in which we grow up, is “what to pay 
attention to” and “what not to pay attention to.” As an illustration 
let’s use the “voice” we all internalize, a voice which was intended 
to inform us about the best way and the right way to live, and which 
we mostly experience as judgmental and critical. We learn to pay a 
great deal of attention to the constant advice which is offered 
about the right way to live; we learn to listen to that advice 
automatically, and we respond/react to it continuously as 
evidenced by the shifts in our feeling states and the changes we 
make in our behaviors. A great deal of what we do and do not do 
will make sense as we learn to listen in on the advice that is always 
coming our way. However, listening in on this advice is not all that 
easy because we also learn to tune out this constant instruction so 
that we rarely hear it or even perceive it. Most of us live in a state 
where we are always attending to, as well as responding or reacting 
to, an internal conversation we do not actually hear; and, we are 
unaware this is happening. 
 Most of us will not identify with the above description as being 
true of us; we live in a state of ignorance as to its reality. It is not 
that we live in a state of denial; denial implies intention, as though 
we are ignorant on purpose or by choice. We actually lack the 
awareness of constantly interacting with advice which we primarily 
experience as instructional verging on judgmental. We do not 
perceive it. That lack of perception is ultimately the issue we face. 
Internalizing advice about how to live, and then having that advice 
be used to assess and evaluate the way we live, is the way the 
human mind works. Our not perceiving that our minds work this 
way makes it so that we are not able to interact with and modify 
these internal transactions which influence us so greatly. 
 The question is: How does this situation become different, in the 
sense of how does perception dawn so that these evaluative 
internal transactions become available to us as something we can 
consider and engage? This question is the way people in our time 
would ask the question raised in the text about whether or not 
Jesus is the Messiah. In our western society we do not have 

expectations for a Messiah in the same way as people in the 1st 
century.  For us, the Messiah would be what sets things right in the 
sense of causing internal perception to dawn, thereby enabling us 
to interact with the life we inherited, and making it possible to 
engage and modify our life in the present. In Christianity, God is 
what initiates perception, especially the aspect of God we call Christ 
which inhabits our life with us and induces perceptions about our 
personal life. We experience Christ as the activity of our being made 
aware, particularly about the internal chatter that influences the 
way we live each day. The question is: Do we believe that attending 
to these perceptions, the thoughts and feelings which Christ ushers 
into our awareness, will increase our capacity to live with ourselves 
and others? Do we have enough trust in this way of being related to 
ourselves to ponder and explore these thoughts and feelings? 

In the text Christ says: “I have told you [I am the Messiah], and 
you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify 
to me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my 
sheep.” I suggest the phrase “The works that I do in my Father’s 
name…” refers to the thoughts and feelings Christ ushers into our 
awareness. Then, to emphasize what is being said: “…but you do not 
believe [in me and these works], because you do not belong to my 
sheep.” To elaborate this a little: sheep are considered “stupid,” a 
word which means “slow to learn or understand; obtuse; lacking or 
marked by a lack of intelligence.” Most of us will not take kindly to 
being labeled “sheep” and therefore “stupid.” However, we might 
hear this description as an invitation to inhabit a more enlightened 
place. In order to participate in the work Christ does we need to 
consider seriously how “stupid” it is to live in a state where we are 
always listening to and responding/reacting to a judgmental 
internal conversation we do not hear. It may be that doing so is 
understandable, and is even inevitable, but still it would be helpful 
to consider seriously how slow to learn and understand we are 
when it comes to self-understanding, how obtuse we are when it 
comes to self-awareness, and how we lack intelligence when it 
comes to self-knowledge. The realization that we are sheep would 
perhaps make a dent in our pride, and by doing so would allow us 
to listen more closely to the ways Christ informs us regarding how 



we are constantly interacting with advice which we experience as 
judgmental. So much of our life is a response to being and feeling 
criticized. Christ speaks to us about this, and does so in a 
supportive, encouraging, welcoming and accepting way. Slowly we 
learn to recognize his voice, and we respond to it by opening to the 
perpetual vitality [eternal life] he offers us through this way of 
relating to ourselves as sheep. The vitality Christ fashions within us 
in this way never dies, and nothing and no one can snatch it from 
us. 

 [Jim Robie, 4-14-16, Lectionary Cycle C, John 10:22-30] 


